
Sociology of Black Americans       Spring 2010  

Community Study: The Black Experience in Jacksonville (40% of total grade) 
1 Group Community Research Project, (200 points) 

 

Starting in the fourth week of the semester, students will be placed into research teams an 

begin conducting in-depth research as “research agents” for the Ritz Theatre & Museum by 

researching and collecting data on the untold stories of Jacksonville’s black community.  There 

are many stories to tell about the black Jacksonville experience, and the staff of the Ritz has 

identified the following long-term research projects they would like to develop through student 

research: 

 The Legacy of Blacks in Sports (coaching and music) 

 Jacksonville’s Civil Rights Struggle (Ax Handle Saturday) 

 A. Philip Randolph and the Organized Labor Movement 

 The Fishing Heritage of Blacks at New Berlin, Florida 

 Jacksonville’s African American Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 

 Obama’s First Year: Are Black Americans still Hopeful and Optimistic? 

 JCCI Think Tank: Student Response to The 2009 Race Relations Progress Report 

 

Each group must complete the following components of the project:  

1. 3-Minute Updates (Thursday, 2/11 and Thursday 3/11) 

2. Materials Submission (due Thursday, 3/11) 

3. Group Presentation (either Thursday 4/15 or Tuesday, 4/20) 

4. Final Report (due Friday, 4/23 by 3:00pm) 

o Final report includes 10-12 page final paper; details to be distributed in the 

third week of class. 

 

Detailed List of Group Projects 

1. The Legacy of Blacks in Sports (Part A) 

This group will work closely with the members of the Ritz to assist in any 

research/data collection on their existing project of the legacy of Jacksonville’s black 

high school coaches.  More information will be given by the Black Athletics Steering 

Committee. (East/West Classic) 

2. Legacy of Music (Part B) 

This group will also be taking direction from the members of the Ritz’s Black 

Athletic Steering Committee.  In addition to the legacy of black coaching, the Ritz is 

interested in chronicling the important history of the local high school marching 

bands.  Specific areas of research include Stanton and Gilbert schools, and the 

East/West Classic.  An important contact person for this project is Billy Moore, son 

of Alpha Hays Moore. 

3. Jacksonville’s Civil Rights Struggle 

This group will focus on conducting research on Jacksonville’s Ax Handle Saturday, 

which occurred 50 years ago on August 27, 1960.  While the members of the Ritz are 

already working with the Florida Humanities Council on the events for the 50
th

 

anniversary, there is still a great amount of background research needed to find out 



more on the event.  More importantly, the goal of this group is to include a 

contemporary angle on the event: how do younger generations respond or understand 

Ax Handle Saturday?  Options for this project include producing a video or gathering 

public opinion (UNF students) about the event. 

 

4. A. Philip Randolph and his role in the Civil Rights & Organized Labor Movement 

The members of this project will be researching the important contributions of A. 

Philip Randolph, the individual responsible for coordinating the March on 

Washington Movement and the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters.  Randolph grew 

up in Jacksonville, and it is here in this city that this great Civil Rights leader got his 

start.  Important contact people for this project are Tony Hill (labor union) and 

Barbara Van Blake (family still in Florida). 

5. The Fishing Heritage of Blacks at New Berlin, Florida 

The group members of this project will be investigating the important fishing heritage 

in the community of New Berlin.  A key focus for this group will be to look for and 

collect any primary sources related to this topic.  Important contact people for this 

project are Anita Johnson and Dr. Arnett Giradeau (first black senator in the state of 

Florida; also connected to the Boys Scouts). 

6. Jacksonville’s African American Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 

This group will uncover the important history of Boys Scouts and Girls Scouts in the 

black Jacksonville community.  A key focus for this group will be to look for and 

collect any primary sources related to this topic.  Important contact people for this 

project include Charlotte Stewart & Lydia Wooten (daughters of David Dwight) and 

Eartha White. 

7. Keeping (Black) Hope Alive? Feelings of Optimism among Black Americans in the 

age of Obama ** 

This week marked the 1
st
 anniversary of Barack Obama’s inauguration.  In this short 

time that Obama has been in the White House, feelings of hope and optimism, and 

perceptions of improved race relations (specifically among African-Americans) have 

waned.  The members of this group will explore whether or not African-Americans in 

Jacksonville are impacted by these feelings.  Group members will work closely with 

Dr. Wilder to flesh out the goals and specific details of this topic.    

8. JCCI Think Tank: A  Response to The 2009 Race Relations Progress Report 

The members of this group will explore discrimination in Jacksonville’s public 

places, by working closely with Dr. Wilder to perform a replication of Joe Feagin’s 

1991 study, The Continuing Significance of Race.   An important component of this 

project will also include primary source collection. 

 


